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Like most of you, I know search Google and other search engines a few times a week looking for something new or changing in the refrigerant industry. This is where most of my ideas for articles and stories come from. During these searches and warnings I always always come across Craigslist ads trying to sell
refrigerant. I don't care what city you're in. Chances are that if you go to Craigslist and search for a refrigerant you should find a salesperson, if not multiple sellers. These sellers just want to unload their product and chances are they don't even know what they have at hand. (Everything is Freon!) The last thing these
sellers will ask an interested buyer is their Environmental Protection Agency certification number. (Either 608 or 609.) They just want the sale and they won't cloud the water by complying with the annoying federal law. In fact, most of these transactions, are cash only and there is no mention of certification numbers or
intention to resale documentation. These people believe that by flying under the radar they will not be caught. Time will tell. This is not a new phenomenon. No, this has been happening for years. The difference here is that in recent years the only refrigerants you really had to worry about getting a 608/609 number on
were CFC and HCFC like R-12 and R-22. While the R-22 was and is still popular the vast majority of Craigslist transactions were on HFC refrigerants. But now, with the passage of the new regulations in January 0f this year, all HFC refrigerants such as R-134a, R-404A, and R-410A cannot be purchased without providing
a valid 608/609 EPA certification number. So, people who imply that every time one of these transactions is completed that the seller is in violation of federal law. Even if it is the seller who is breaking the law I wouldn't want to be on the other end of this transaction. After all, why did you pay for refrigerant in cash at the
back of a Wal-Mart parking lot? There's no good answer where people. An appeal for ignorance will not help you. I understand the need and I understand the demand. The range has been more or less cut off to the average Joe since January this year. I also understand that just by simply writing this article nothing will
change. I can choose a random city today searching refrigerant and find dozens of ads out there. The point of this post is to educate and to hopefully stop potential buyers from making a bad decision. If you need refrigerant that is bad then you either have to take the time to get certified or hire a trained professional to
handle the job. So how do you proceed properly? How do you get certified? As I mentioned above, there are two main types of certifications: 608 and 609. A 609 certification is strictly designed for car air conditioning. While a 608 certification is designed for everything else. most do-it-yourselfers who want to buy
refrigerant lean towards the side of the industry. I will point out that obtaining a license to buy and handle the R-134a is much easier than the other refrigerants. The 609 certification can be managed right at your desk. All you have to do is go directly through MACS Worldwide. MACS is the primary provider and manager
of 609 testing and license granting. They started their programme just a few years after the 609 rules were introduced back in 1990. Ever since 1992 macs have been leading in the granting of 609 tests and certifications. You can review the links below to read out a little more about them, order a study book and even
order a test. (Note that for each of these scenarios, it will take twenty dollars per person to be able to take a test.) Getting a 608 certification isn't as easy as going to a website. No, in most cases, you must either go through an education class through your employer or through a local community college or training center.
Before that though you first have to decide what type of 608 you need. Do you want to go for the small application application? Larger applications? Or, the universal? If you are looking to make a career in plumbing then I would strongly suggest joining universal application just so that you have all your bases covered in
case something shows up along the way. Some resources on 608 certifications can be found by clicking on the links below: In conclusion people before going out and start scrubbing for refrigerant over classified sites stop and think. Do I really need this? Is it worth the risk? Or, should I hire a professional to take care of
my problem? If you are still persistent that YOU should do it then take the time and do it right. Get certified. Understand how it works. Then perform your repair. Thanks for reading, Alec Johnson RefrigerantHQ R22 is being phased out in favor of more environmentally friendly refrigerant types such as R134a. Since 1995
no new R22 refrigerant can be imported or created under the Montreal Protocol. R22 refrigerant can still be purchased as it can be recycled from existing sources. When an HVAC service technician turns in bottles of old R22 is taken from an old system, it is recycled by cleaning and filtering, making it ready for reuse.
Example R22 on eBay 15 lbs R22 Refrigerant Uncultivated Factory Sealed Made in the U.S. Same day Shipping Since r22 supply has shrunk since 1995 prices match this and have gone up. The restrictions on R22 do not mean deliveries will take, but prices will continue to go up. So where do you buy R22? R22 can be
purchased at HVAC delivery stores, HVAC service companies, and online. Personally, I would never buy from an HVAC repair company because they always mark up prices. HVAC delivery companies also mark up prices, but less. To get the best prices to buy online is hands down the best option. To give an example I
live in a rural area where the nearest HVAC supply store is miles away. This can be a real pain when you need parts or or I can order the refrigerant from a plumbing supplier which they will supply but the cost goes up. If I drive to the supplier it's $40 dollars per pound and if it's shipped it's $60 per pound. That means a
standard 30 pound bottle at my local HVAC supply store costs $1200-$1800. Of course, buying the R22 an EPA certification card will be needed (or a letter of intent to resell whatever that means) but this is not as difficult as it seems. There are four types of Certification Type I, Type II, Type III, and Universal. The different
certification levels show the type of HVAC devices someone can work with. Type II, and Type III require a test to be proctored which means someone checks your ID, watches you and makes sure it's you taking the test. Type I EPA certification does not require a test to be proctored and can be taken online, open book,
which allows anyone to buy refrigerant. You will technically only be able to work on devices that hold up to 5 pounds of refrigerant but you will be able to buy refrigerant. You can get certified online for the Type I EPA exam at Mainstream Engineering. After you have been certified, you will be able to purchase any type of
refrigerant. If in the future you need Type II or Type III certification then be sure to find a Mainstream Engineering test site so you don't have to redo the Type I exam again. If you only need a few pounds of R22 refrigerant then having a tech service do it for you will make the most sense, but if you have rentals or several
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